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in the country of Iraq. We are engaged 
with 30-some other nations, and it in-
volves certainly a tyrant who has de-
fined himself over the last 20 years. 

Like my colleagues, I remember the 
day of September 11, 2001. I remember 
standing in the front of my office wait-
ing to get a call from the Vice Presi-
dent and looking and watching an un-
familiar phenomenon, a roll of black 
smoke going across the mall that I can 
look down from my window and see. 
And I asked one of my staff, I said, find 
out; that black smoke is not supposed 
to be there. A minute and a half later 
they came in and said, well, the third 
plane had gone into the Pentagon. 

Little beknownst to me and the rest 
of us at that time, there was a fourth 
plane involved, and 9 or 10 or 11 brave 
young men and women brought that 
plane down into an empty field in 
southern Pennsylvania. We know now 
that if it had not been for the actions 
of those people, that plane would have 
been in the west front of the Capitol. 

That being said, many of us visited 
right after the World Trade Center. We 
had walked the halls of the Pentagon 
and visited those folks who helped pull 
their comrades out, some to safety, 
some beyond help. We talked to the 
families who lost their folks in the 
Pentagon, the World Trade Towers; we 
passed some extraordinary legislation. 

But this country suffered a huge loss 
that day. I think I speak for all of us 
when I say that that is something that 
we do not want to see visited upon this 
Nation again. We know that in Iraq 
Saddam Hussein has weapons of mass 
destruction. We know that he has a 
nexus to al Qaeda, and we know that 
that training has been going on over an 
extended period of time. I believe that 
it is our duty, this Nation’s duty, to 
protect our Nation and to make sure 
that that is not visited upon this Na-
tion ever again. 

The men and women whom we are 
about to salute and wish well tonight 
and send our best thoughts and prayers 
to are doing a job that nobody wants to 
do. Nobody wishes this to have to hap-
pen. But in the tradition of this Na-
tion, in the tradition of keeping this 
country free, and in the tradition of 
trying to stabilize the Middle East, we 
are doing this job. We are doing it with 
30 other nations who have decided this 
is the right thing to do. 

Mr. Speaker, as we go through this 
very sober debate tonight, I would ask 
for your positive consideration and 
positive vote. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE STEVE BUYER, MEMBER 
OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Honorable STEVE BUYER, Member of 
Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
March 20, 2003. 

Hon. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, H–232, The 

Capitol, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I have been called to 

active duty in the United States Army. 
Pending further orders, I request immediate 
indefinite leave of the House of Representa-
tives to accommodate my military duties. 

Respectfully, 
STEVE BUYER, 

Member of Congress
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND AP-
PRECIATION FOR THE PRESI-
DENT AND MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES PARTICIPATING 
IN OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 104) 
expressing the support and apprecia-
tion of the Nation for the President 
and the members of the Armed Forces 
who are participating in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, and ask unanimous con-
sent for its immediate consideration 
pursuant to the following order: 

Debate on the concurrent resolution 
shall be limited to 2 hours, equally di-
vided and controlled by myself and the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. SKEL-
TON), and the previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the concur-
rent resolution to final adoption, with-
out intervening motion or demand for 
a division of the question. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Texas?

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. HASTERT), the Speak-
er of the House, has rightly reminded 
us tonight of the events of 9/11. I think 
all of us remember the time that we 
stood together singing ‘‘God bless 
America’’ on the steps of this Capitol, 
unified in recognizing that what is in-
volved here is bigger than us as indi-
viduals or as political parties, and how 
we joined with near unanimity in sup-
porting the President on the war on 
terrorism.
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Thanks to the good efforts of the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUNTER), we did this once again about 
10 days ago, when he offered his resolu-
tion, H.J. Res. 27, ‘‘commending the 
continuing dedication, selfless service, 
and commitment of members of the 
Armed Forces and their families during 
the Global War on Terrorism.’’ At that 
time I rose, along with many col-
leagues, to support that resolution 
honoring our service members and to 
commend the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HUNTER) for an effort that 
brought us together, rather than split-
ting us apart. 

I doubt that we can offer too many 
resolutions for our servicemen and 
servicewomen, so I understand the gen-
tleman’s interest in offering a further 

resolution tonight. I would like noth-
ing more than to see a similar unani-
mous vote in support of that resolu-
tion. 

I would ask the gentleman under my 
reservation, since we have not yet even 
had this resolution printed for our re-
view, if he is familiar with a resolution 
commending our troops that was au-
thored by Senators FRIST and WARNER 
and Senators DASCHLE and LEVIN, and 
which was passed unanimously today 
in the United States Senate? 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. DOGGETT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, is the 
gentleman asking me if I am aware 
that the other body passed a resolu-
tion? 

Mr. DOGGETT. Yes. 
Mr. HUNTER. Yes. 
Mr. DOGGETT. Is it correct that the 

gentleman’s resolution is not the same 
as resolution S. Con. Res. 26? 

Mr. HUNTER. That is true. 
Mr. DOGGETT. I believe the gentle-

man’s resolution omits clause 5 of Sen-
ate resolution S. Con. Res. 26, which 
says that the Congress ‘‘joins all Amer-
icans in remembering those who lost 
their lives during Operation Desert 
Shield and Operation Desert Storm in 
1991, and those still missing from that 
conflict, including Captain Scott 
Speicher of the United States Navy’’. 

Would the gentleman be open to 
amending his resolution to include 
that language from clause 5 of the Sen-
ate Con. Res. 26? 

Mr. HUNTER. If the gentleman will 
yield further, yes, we would be open to 
including it. 

Mr. DOGGETT. The gentleman would 
be open to including that language? 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to add clause 5 of the Senate 
version, S. Con. Res. 26. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
retract that and tell the gentleman 
that I would not be open to that. Would 
the gentleman yield further? 

Mr. DOGGETT. Let me just ask, and 
then I will be very brief, because I 
know it is late and the gentleman 
wishes to proceed. 

The Senate, I am sure, acted, and not 
every word did I agree with, but they 
did act unanimously. It was good 
enough for the majority leader, Sen-
ator FRIST and Senator WARNER, chair-
man of the Armed Services Committee. 
Could we not dispense with this debate 
and simply take up, with the gentle-
man’s approval, the entire Senate reso-
lution and adopt it, and have every one 
of us saying not only the same thing in 
this House chamber but saying the 
same thing throughout the Capitol, 
that with one voice, we, the House and 
Senate, approve and applaud and sup-
port our troops? 

Mr. HUNTER. If the gentleman will 
continue to yield, Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to advise the gentleman that I 
read not only the resolution that was 
offered by the other body in 1991, but 
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